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Dr. Roper introduces Allumera™,  the first  in-office photodynamic 

cosmetic facial treatment that gives the skin a more revitalized, younger 
looking and more beautiful  appearance!  (www.allumera.com)    During 

the treatment, the  Allumera™ topical cream is applied  to the face 

by the nurse, removed after 60 minutes,  followed by a 15-16 minute 
session with the Blu-U blue light.  Completely painless, you may feel a 
little tingling while the photoactivation is taking place.  Excessive sun 
exposure is avoided afterwards for 24 hours.  There is no peeling ,and  
you can resume normal activities immediately.  Since this treatment 
targets sebaceous glands in the skin, a series of 3 treatments have been 
shown to be the best in reducing pore size , as well as enhancing the 

feel and texture of the skin.   Scientifically,  the  Allumera™  treat-

ƳŜƴǘ  ǎǘƛƳǳƭŀǘŜǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƭƭŀƎŜƴ Ψǎƪƛƴ ǇƭǳƳǇƛƴƎΩ ŜƴȊȅƳŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǊŜǾŜǊǎŜ 
signs of aging and give the skin a natural glow.   Caucasian, Asian, 

Hispanic, and darker skin types are all candidates for Allumera™   !  If 

you have tried everything else, or just want to try something new, Dr. 

Roper recommends treating yourself to  Allumera ™, and give your 

skin a glow!  
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Dr. Roper is pleased to announce she is offering the unique new 

LaViv ™  procedure from FibroCell Science, wherein ƻƴŜΩǎ ƻǿƴ 

collagen is used to stimulate facial rejuvenation!   This procedure 
involves 3 small bƛƻǇǎƛŜǎ ǘƻ ƘŀǊǾŜǎǘ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǘƛŜƴǘΩǎ ŎƻƭƭŀƎŜƴΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ 
then sent through a special courier overnight to FibroCell to 
produce  unique fibroblasts, the stem cells of collagen.  This 
process takes about 2 months to produce the fibroblasts.  
Afterwards, the  patiŜƴǘΩǎ ŦƛōǊƻōƭŀǎǘǎ ŀǊŜ ǊŜǘǳǊƴŜŘ ǘƻ 5ǊΦ wƻǇŜǊ ŦƻǊ 
ƛƴƧŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǘƛŜƴǘΩǎ ǎƪƛƴΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŜŘ ŀǎ Ƴŀƴȅ  

times as necessary to achieve the desired results, 
usually at least 3 separate treatments 2 weeks apart.  

The LaViv ™ procedure is used for treatment of fine 

lines on the cheeks, crows feet, upper lip, and perioral 

area.  LaViv™  has even been used on acne scars with 

much success.  
 

The LaViv™ procedure  is not a volumizing dermal 

filler-like Juvederm and Restylane- Σ ōǳǘ ŀ ΨǎǘŜƳ ŎŜƭƭΩ 
treatment for the face to eliminate fine lines and 
enhance new collagen production in aging skin.  The 

necessary biopsies for LAVIV ™  can even be 

performed on the first consultation visit if you tell us in 
advance, since the FibroCell company has to register 
each patient before the biopsies are performed and 
arrange for pickup of the specimen.  Call Donna, Sandi, 

or Alison to schedule your LaViv ™ consultation 

today ! 
       

 

         NEW !!     LaViv™ STEM CELL THERAPY  

http://www.allumera.com/


Worldwide, the counterfeit market in pharmaceuticals is 
booming, worth $75 billion dollars annually, much of it bought 
and sold over the internet.  Caught in this web of illicit ΨdrugΩ 

manufacturing is the popular cosmetic product, Botox ® 
(Botulinum toxin A).  It has become so difficult for physicians to 
know if the product they are ordering is indeed real, that the 
manufacturers of Botox®,  Allergan,  several years ago started 
manufacturing their Botox ® bottles with a unique irreproducible 
hologram ƻƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƭŀōŜƭǎΣ ƳǳŎƘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŜ ŘǊƛǾŜǊΩǎ ƭƛŎŜƴǎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ 
probably own.    Without an account with Allergan, the Botox® 
your doctor may be ordering may not be real, as the only safe 
way to order Botox® is from Allergan through the 
ƳŀƴǳŦŀŎǘǳǊŜǊΩǎ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀtive, who only sell to qualified 
physicians.   
 
άLƴ ŦŀŎǘΣ ƻƴŜ ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ ŜǾŜƴ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ŎŀǊŜ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǊ ǘƻ 
order counterfeit Botox® over the internet.  There are not any  
.ƻǘƻȄϯ ǎƴƛŦŦƛƴƎ ŘƻƎǎ Ψ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŀƛǊǇƻǊǘ ǘƻ ŘŜǘŜŎǘ ǘƘŜ ƛƴŎƻƳƛƴƎ 
counterfeit product, which is mostly being made in China and 
LƴŘƛŀέ Σ explains Dr. RoperΦ  ά¢ƘŜ Ψ.ƻǘƻȄ ǇŀǊǘƛŜǎΩ ƛƴ ƘƻƳŜǎ ŀƴŘ 
salons are Ƴƻǎǘ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴƭȅ ƴƻǘ ǊŜŀƭ .ƻǘƻȄϯέΣ  ǎǘŀǘŜǎ 5ǊΦ wƻǇŜǊΦ  ά! 
little fake Botox®, and some diabetic syringes, and an 
unscrupulous individual can set up shop for very little 
investment.   It is happening all over Florida, even in our area of 
Clearwater and Tampa Bay.  Those little signs you see stuck in 
ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǳƴŘ ŀŘǾŜǊǘƛǎƛƴƎ ŎƘŜŀǇ .ƻǘƻȄϯΣ ƻǊ  ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ōƛƭƭōƻŀǊŘǎΧΦ 
that is not real Botox®,  but a fake imitation product that 
probably contains some Botulinum toxin, and who knows what 
ŜƭǎŜΗέ , warns Dr. Roper. 
 
One published study found that 80 percent of the bootleg  
Botulinum toxin  products did contain some Botulinum toxin, 
albeit in widely varying amounts. 1   άThe health cost to the 
people who are treated with these counterfeit Botulinum  toxin 
products is potentially very high, as little is known about the 
impurities that are in these bootleg  products.έ explains Dr. 
Roper.   άwŜŀƭ .ƻǘƻȄϯ ƛǎ purified, and contains no botulism 
bacteria.  Who can claim that the bootleg toxin is  free of 
botulism bacteria?έ states Dr. Roper.   Vials of counterfeit 
Botulinum toxin made headlines several years ago when an 
unscrupulous doctor with a suspended license injected three 
patients and himself with a counterfeit product made in a lab in 
Tucson, Arizona.  Those perpetrators were sent to jail, however, 
the overseas manufacturers of the bootleg Botox ® products are 
still very active in selling their products to US citizens over the 
Internet.   
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ALERT:  BLACKMARKET FAKE BOTOX 
 

 

the overseas manufacturers of the counterfeit Botulinum toxin 
products continue to be very active in selling their products to 
US citizens.  The government is only worried to the extent that 
this proliferation of illegal Botulinum toxin may affect national 
ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅΦ  ά¢ƘŜ ǳƴƛǉǳŜ ŀƴŘ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǊƻƭŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ LƴǘŜǊƴŜǘ ƛƴ 
both facilitating supply and in driving demand also makes the 
proliferation of the Botulinum toxin threat more immediate 
than is the case for any other potential biological or chemical 
ǿŜŀǇƻƴέ1  The financial community is only worried to the 
extent that legal manufacturers of Botulinum toxin, like 
Allergan, are losing hundreds of millions of dollars a year in 
sales to the black market trade.    Allergan has been taking  
steps to halt the illicit trade in China, however, it will take a 
collaborative cooperative effort among all the countries 
involved to suppress the counterfeit production of Botulinum 
toxin. 
 
Curiously,  there does not seem to be any alarm coming from 
the Feds that this illegal trade is harming unsuspecting 
patients who think they are getting real Botox®, when they are 
not.   “No one seems to be worried about the potential harm 
to the unsuspecting patient. “ states Dr. Roper.  άIƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ L 
am sensing  more fear of Botox®  than there used to be.   I tell 
my patients not to be afraid of Botox®, but to be afraid of the 
person who is selling and injecting the Botox®, since it may not 
be Botox® they are selling, but one of these counterfeit 
ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘǎΦέΣ  explains Dr. Roper.    
 
Educating the public as to the dangers of illicit counterfeit 
toxin being marketed falsely as Botox® is the best defense to 
halt the onslaught of illegal toxin coming into this country. 
Since doctors and non-doctors alike are using the counterfeit 
Botulinum toxin, and passing it off as the real Botox®, it is 
difficult for the patient to know for sure if they are getting the 
real thing.  άLŦ ȅƻǳ ǎŜŜ ŀ ŦŀƪŜ ΨƪƴƻŎƪ ƻŦŦΩ ǇǳǊǎŜ ƻŦ ŀ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŜǊ 
brand, and you buy it for half the price of the designer brand, 
ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿ ƛǘ ƛǎƴΩǘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŀƭ ǘƘƛƴƎ.  Why would you think that 
you can buy Botox® for half price and get the real thing?” 
states Dr. Roper.   ά.ŜǿŀǊŜ ƻŦ ŀƴȅƻƴŜ ǿƘƻ ƛǎ ǎŜƭƭƛƴƎ .ƻǘƻȄϯ ŀǘ 
a ōƛƎ ΨŘƛǎŎƻǳƴǘΩέΣ warns  Dr. Roper.   
 

1. Coleman K, Zilinskas R.A.  Fake Botox, Real Threat.  Scientific American (June 2010), 302, 84-89. 
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       When one sees Benjamin Franklin these days, his 

face is usually peering out at us from the face of the one 
hundred dollar bill.  Who was this enigmatic character of 
American History ?  Was he a president?  Was he a general or 
a famous politician ? Who exactly was he, and why was his 
contribution to American history so vital and so significant that 
we have honored him with his face on the one hundred dollar 
bill- a spot that would normally be reserved for famous 
ǇǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎ Κ   IŜ ƛǎ ƻŦǘŜƴ ǊŜŦŜǊǊŜŘ ǘƻ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ΨCƛǊǎǘ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴΩΦ  
He was a signer of the Declaration of Independence.  But how 
did this former newspaper editor from Philadelphia become so 
famous ?  What does a library, a fire station, and the 
University of Pennsylvania have in common?  What does the 
discovery of electricity in lightning , bifocal eyeglasses, Poor 
wƛŎƘŀǊŘΩǎ !ƭƳŀƴŀŎΣ  ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ CǊŀƴƪƭƛƴ ǎǘƻǾŜ ƘŀǾŜ ƛƴ ŎƻƳƳƻƴΚ  
They were all the brain child of Benjamin Franklin, of course:  a 
man with no formal education, a man who used his wit, 
intellect, and personality to create opportunity, and to elevate 
ƴƻǘ ƻƴƭȅ Ƙƛǎ ƭƻǘ ƛƴ ƭƛŦŜΣ ōǳǘ Ƙƛǎ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩǎ Σ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭΦ      
  
In July 1776, long after George Washington had started his 
campaign against the British,  the signers of the Declaration of 
Independence secretly gathered in Philadelphia.   John 
Hancock from New York eagerly rushed to be the first to sign 
the document, while Ben Franklin patiently waited his turn.  
ά²Ŝ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ƘŀƴƎ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ έΣ IŀƴŎƻŎƪ ƛƴǎƛǎǘŜŘΣ ǎǳŘŘŜƴƭȅ 
worried that no one would sign the document after him, and 
Ƙƛǎ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǘƘŜ ƭƻƴŜ ǎƛƎƴŀǘǳǊŜΦ  άLŦ ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀƴƎ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊΣ 
we most assuredly  ǿƛƭƭ ƘŀƴƎ ǎŜǇŀǊŀǘŜƭȅΗΗέΣ ǉǳƛǇǇed Franklin, 
grabbing for the pen to sign the document that he had helped 
ŜŘƛǘΦ  !ǎ ǳǎǳŀƭΣ ƛƴ ŀ ŎǊƛǎƛǎΣ  CǊŀƴƪƭƛƴΩǎ ǿƛǘ ƴŜǾŜǊ ŦŀƛƭŜŘ ƘƛƳΦ  !ǘ 
70 years old, he was the oldest signer of the Declaration of 
Indepen-dence.  By signing that document, Benjamin Franklin 
was committing treason to the country he had given so much- 
Britain.  And to him, this was not a small feat.  He had just 
ǎǇŜƴǘ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ мл ȅŜŀǊǎ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ƭƛŦŜ ƛƴ .Ǌƛǘŀƛƴ ŀǎ tŜƴƴǎȅƭǾŀƴƛŀΩǎ 
representative  to Britain.  He loved all things British, and his 
colleagues even secretly suspected that Ben might be a British 
spy, especially since his son, William, was an outspoken British 
sympathizer, who had to be incarcerated during the war.   
Benjamin Franklin, however, was indelibly and fiercely a loyal 
American.  Infamous and revered for his experiments with 
ƭƛƎƘǘƴƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŜƭŜŎǘǊƛŎƛǘȅΣ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ  Ψ 5ǊΦ CǊŀƴƪƭƛƴΩ  to 
the scientific world, having been awarded an honorary 
doctorate degree from Yale for his innovative research.   
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At the beginning of the Revolution, Franklin coddled the 
fledgling Second Continental Congress during their 
deliberations on how to respond to British demands and 
transgressions, and, ultimately, voted with them as 
PennsȅƭǾŀƴƛŀΩǎ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛǾŜ ǘƻ ǎŜŎŜŘŜ ŦǊƻƳ .ǊƛǘƛǎƘ wǳƭŜ ŀƴŘ 
fight for independence.  A painting of this august body reveals 
Franklin sleeping in his chair like an old man, while his 
colleagues deliberated the future of America(shown on next 
page).  Always careful not to express an inflammatory opinion, 
Ben Franklin would  pretend to sleep through one of the most 
famous episodes of history.  Periodically, he would magically 
wake up when tempers got heated, interject an idea or a 
humorous anecdote , redirect the ŘŜōŀǘŜΣ  ŀƴŘ  ΨŦŀƭƭ ŀǎƭŜŜǇΩ 
again after the tempers of the delegates had cooled.    As a 
former newspaper editor, he was asked to give Jefferson 
guidance with the Declaration of Independence and edit the 
final document.  Franklin inserted the scientific term Ψself-
ŜǾƛŘŜƴǘΩ ƛƴ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ famous passages of the 
Declaration: “We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all 
men are created equal.…”.    
   
However, even after editing and signing the Declaration of 
Independence,   the greatest feat that Franklin would perform 
for his country was yet to come.  In the waning years of his life, 
when most  successful men are retired, happily enjoying their 
ΨƎƻƭŘŜƴ ȅŜŀǊǎΩ, Ben Franklin was sent to France for one of the 
most important tasks of his career and for the American 
Revolution: procuring the funds needed to finance the war 
with Britain, without which, the country could not prevail 
against Britain.  When the 2nd Continental Congress made 
their request to Franklin, he could hardly refuse.  His wife had 
died while he had been in Britain, and he had found himself 
widowed and alone at the beginning of the war.  
 
 Now he was Benjamin Franklin, the widowed and crazy 
American diplomat wearing the Daniel Boone coonskin cap 
(shown above)  throughout Paris, advertising his American  
heritage and the American cause.    The Parisian women 
adored Franklin, and gradually, Benjamin learned to ingratiate 
himself to the women of the French Court, Parisian style.  
.ŜƴƧŀƳƛƴ ƘŀŘ ƴŜǾŜǊ ōŜŜƴ ŀ ΨƭŀŘƛŜǎ ƳŀƴΩΣ ƘƻǿŜǾer, at the age 
of 70+,  he became one in order to gain entrance into the 
homes of the money and power brokers of the French Court.   
(continued on next page) 
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Ben Franklin Taking a Nap While the Constitutional Congress Deliberates 

In order to influence their husbands to support the American cause, he would initiate impromptu and informal discussions 
over games of checkers with their wives.  In this way, he made friends with the French finance minister, and finally, after 
three years, ǿŀǎ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ǇǊƻŎǳǊŜ ǘƘŜ ƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊȅ ŦǳƴŘǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ CǊŜƴŎƘ ǘǊŜŀǎǳǊȅ ǘƻ ŦǳƴŘ DŜƻǊƎŜ ²ŀǎƘƛƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ ŀǊƳȅ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ 
even enlist the French naval fleet to come to America to defeat the British.   Ultimately, this emptying of the French 
treasury for the American cause would lead to the demise of Marie Antoinette and her husband, King Louis XVI .  But who 
could refuse the romantic  vision of a 70+  balding and grey haired Benjamin Franklin in a coonskin cap?  Certainly not the 
French !    Ben Franklin never succeeded iƴ ΨŎŀǇǘǳǊƛƴƎΩ ŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ΨŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜΩ CǊŜƴŎƘ ǿƻƳŜƴ ǿƘƻ ǘƘǊŜǿ ǘƘŜƳǎŜƭǾŜǎ ŀǘ ƘƛƳ Σ 
however, he was able to return to America and spend his last days with his adoring daughter , his family, and his friends, 
while assisting the fledgling Congress, headquartered in Philadelphia, with formation of the brand new democracy he had 
helped to create, and their brand new constitution.  George Washington, among others, used to complain that it was 
impossible to get an audience with Ben Franklin alone after he had returned from France, he was so constantly 
surrounded by his many friends, family, and admirers- morning, noon, and night, so popular a person was he.   
 
 ¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƴƻ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƘƻƭƛŘŀȅ ǘƻ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜ .ŜƴƧŀƳƛƴ CǊŀƴƪƭƛƴΩǎ ōƛǊǘƘΣ ŘŜŀǘƘΣ ƻǊ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƻ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ ǎƻŎƛŜǘȅΣ ōǳǘ ǿŜ 
can honor him by shouting:   Vive Ben Franklin !    !ƴŘ ±ƛǾŜ [ŀ CǊŀƴŎŜ ΗΣ ƻǳǊ ŦƻǳƴŘƛƴƎ ŦŀǘƘŜǊǎΩ ōŜƴŜŦŀŎǘƻǊΣ ǿƘƻ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘŜŘ 
us when we needed their help the most!  Parlez vous Francais?  Benjamin Franklin did ! 
 
 

 

Walter Isaacson.   Benjamin Franklin. An American Life.  Simon and Shuster. New York.  C  2003. P 1-562. 
 


